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SOURCE Hetie Zproher Zelt 


SOVIET FQR£iaK TRA33E TREBJ^S 

SOTIBT POBOHASES OP WOOL ATO BDBBHH — Vau 9 -ZvriOjj^ Bo JS, 29 Jan L9 

in racont aonths the relatione of the Soviet Union to the International 
oooDiodlty oarkete have, for the first time since the end of the war, come again 
Into the foreground of public Interest c large Soviet purchases In Isolated 
markets had a lasting effect on the price foraaticn of certain raw materials* 

It Is generally believed that the Soviet government Is engaged In the 
acouianlatlon of a war reaerve of basic raw mater ials. This explains the preeeiit 
general attention being paid to each Soviet demand on the world domaodlty r 
markets. 

Ho national or International agency knows with certainty whether the reecnt 
Soviet purohasea In the worlu a^rketa Indloate stookpUlsg. Soviet foreign 
trade statistics, which havjf always been regarded with reserve abroad, have net 
been published since the end of '1.958. Ihe only way to gain insist Into Serlet 
l^^orts is to study the etatlotlcs of the various exporting countries . Sneli 
a study, even if made In detail, can fumiah only ai approxlnate picture slnee 
the USSR has been conducting a lively exchange of raw materials with its 
satellites^ on idilch there Is likewise little informatlm. 

The two raw materials i^ioh the USSR has lately pnrehased on a large 
scale in foreign countries are raw wool and crude rubber. A third raw material 
yhieh is fr>ecuently mentlcned in connection with Soviet atookplllng Is tin. 

Vhat Is tbs extent of Soviet forofgn purchases of these products? 

In 1948, the Soviet TMlon purchased approximately 92 mlllicn poinds of 
raw wool In Great Britain and In British overseas territories and approximately 
another 20 million pounds in non-Brltlah oountrlee, moetly In Argentina. 

These puMhasea of approximately 112 million pc/onda ahoold be ocnipareu with 
the average yearly purohasea of 6(VT0 Billion pounds In the latest prewar 
years . 
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Shipnienta of rubber to the Soviet l^loh tn 19it8 aajovmted ip approx iaaaitoljr 
■ipO^X) tons aa compared with the largest Soviet prewar linportD of 50,500 t fflny 
:'ear„ iii bet i cases the Soviet pur_;haaes vero far neater during the aoeoBid 
■A thar; dtiring the first ha]f. of 1943. 


In x95T^ ■the USSR received 


f, T-ae uoon reooiveo a record quantity of 25,125 tens of tin from a 
L- c .d« However, elaoe the end of the war, tin has been.auhject to intomatlccitl 

""^‘ 'StlOIl* lb j; Soviet Union le 21<^t T5A¥'+.lft1[Tin+.i«c7 l^nr<fiiiaA ^ + « A/wAv*rkMA«iX ^ 


13 not participating because its govenuBont 
t. fu" :lsh the Combined Tin Committee, the international allocating 
wit.! derailed data on its requlremenca and stocks. 


Ourlng the last year, therefore., exports >f tin metal to the USSR did 
not Appea in the statistics of any of the supplying countries . Eovever, 
it is kr. 'isi. that the Soviet Union purchased abroad certain quantltlW • • 
cj Tin . ; vh\ 1/ ’ th4 aetal, la not subject to international allocatlca. 

Maleya, the vo. ,d '£ .a. i ..per ^nt tin-producing country, weut not engaged 

in this trade, but authoritative circles know that such countries as Slam 
and China, *^060 tin deposits are locs'r:^ predominantly in Yunnan, have 
ccocluded supply contraots vlth t'^ US U., T'- - ruantlties involved are not 

kno^> but they are probably far belt,rv the > ge Soviet purchases of 1937 
since the combined tin production of Siam avifl China is fSi- less today than the 
USSR imported at the time. 


Vhereae the available data on tin is Inconclusive, a comparison of the 
present f Igqres at shipments of wool and rubber with the prewar data Indioates 
that laat year's purchases far exceeded the current requlreirants . However, 
certain reservations nrust be made in respect to this conclusion. The 
very cautious official British Conmonwealth Bconomlc Committee estlmtes ,-*■ 
for example, that the number of heed cf wool eheep In the Soviet Ifelon, which 
reached 98 million during 1940-41 decreased to 72 million during 1945-46, 
lAtar estimatas cn the number of sh^p are not available, but according to 
estimates of the Committee for the current wool -production season, 1948-49 the 
Soviet wool production amounts tc only 260 million pounds as coD5)ared with 
540 million poundiB in 1941-42, 


In ccher wards, Soviet domestic production seems to have diminished 
much more than Soviet purchases abroad have Increased. Particularly, ?lf 1 oaie 
assumes that the war uameges In the Soviet vool-processlTig industry havb 
not yet been fullj repaired, Soviet foreign purchases in recent years oeimot 
be considered prima-faeide evidence of large ->acale acquisitions for stock* 
piling purposes . 


In Vuo case of rubber, it nhould be remenlberod that most of the 
c«iatujij-ffr :01a: cries effectively In creased their imports for current pp*o- 


oe»^ as compared with the prewar period, so that the increased Soviet 
purchases of this oaamodlty are less unusual than they may first appear . 
Hevertholeas, the US3B today has a coneidcfrab'^.y synthetic rubber-produetioa 
capacity which before the war, fle spite Its pioneering achlerements In this 
field, was insignificant. The mechanljatlon of the USSR's oananunloatlons 
and agriculture will require much greater quantities of rubber than before . J 
1959, but hardly as much as the aggregate of the recent inporta pluo the domeitf 
production of synthetic rubber. In this instance, therefore, considerable t 
portions of the current purchases B»y have been diverted Into war reserves. 
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TRAHE AGREEMEIHT AHTICIPATED — Neue Zuroher Zeltung, No 52, 


A Soviet delegation is expected In Karachi in the near futihre to 
negotiate a trade agrcfemant with Pakistan . idiereas Pakistan has been dellverlag 
cQiuiiderabXy quant it. lee of raw cotton alnce the founding of the state in August 
1947., Soviet reciprocal deliveries have bewi* limited. Soviet agencies show 
IniTToet in additional pruehasee of cotton as well ae Juxe, while Pakistan 
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cottcn goods, agrlcnlturaZ machlnsry, and ..<n<ng prodwts 

TOSS TO ICCHAIKE GSAIH FC® EJWTIAH COMOif - Keae Zurcher Zaltuag, Ko 52. 

« Th6 >a$ Initiated negotiatlone vlth Egypt for th© dzobang© of 
lOO.QO'^ ton? c grain for cation. While lie I^tlan gorOmnaDt cODSanted 
to jh aa gKcnange In jn-lhelple, It insietea that the prlooe of the eo^udltlae 
to correajKSQd to thoaie on the world narjcet, 

ETAip-SOy® TCF-^CCO AGREEMENT -- HaUd Zuroher Zaltiuag; Ho ^k, 2k Fab 

®®Sotlet5 ins ‘between the Ii^alian State Monopoly and Soviet ant^orltlen 
on the export or ; 'nllllon kHograins of raw tobacco to the have beiti e^elnde^ 
r^ently. Jm exchange the purchas- of Italian tobacdp, the wlli 
Italy with 750^000 WlograBs of touacco fo.^ ‘^ih© mannfactare of hlii-grade 
olsarettea. o* 
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